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The European Union (EU) has been a very heterog eneous building  since the start. The difficult
task is forming  a party system which fits the different national parties in coalitions that are able
to produce results. With the now 25 members this seems even more problematic, since the
states of Eastern Europe have a tradition that differs sig nificantly from the countries in Northern
and Western Europe. It is, therefore, necessary to prove if party cohesion on the European level
exists. If members of European Parliament (EP) would only vote on national interest, party
coalitions would not serve their purpose. There needs to be cohesion towards the coalition in
order to establish real European elections instead of second order national elections. In order
to achieve this it is also necessary to be able to have a public opinion that can be org anized into
majorities...
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