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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 239 x 163 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book.
Continuing  its disting uished tradition of focusing  on central political, sociolog ical, and cultural issues of Jewish life in the last century, this
latest volume in the annual Studies in Contemporary Jewry series focuses on how Jewry has been studied in the social science disciplines. Its
symposium consists of essays that discuss sources, approaches, and debates in the complementary fields of demog raphy, sociolog y,
economics, and g eog raphy. The social sciences are central for the understanding  of contemporary Jewish life and have eng endered much
controversy over the past few decades. To a larg e extent, the multitude of approaches toward Jewish social science research reflects the
nature of population studies in g eneral, and that of relig ions and ethnic g roups in particular. Yet the variation in methodolog y, definitions, and
measures of demog raphic, socioeconomic, and cultural patterns is even more salient in the study of Jews. DiEerent data sets have diEerent
definitions for what is Jewish or who is a Jew. In addition, Jews as a g roup are characterized by hig h rates of mig ration, including  repeated
mig ration, which makes it diEicult to track any g iven Jewish population. Finally, the question of identification is complicated by the fact that in
most places, especially outside of Israel, it is not clear whether being  Jewish is primarily a relig ious or an ethnic matter - or both, or neither.
This volume also features an essay on American Jewry and North African Jewry; review essays on rebuilding  aHer the Holocaust, Nazi war
crimes trials, and Jewish historiog raphy; and reviews of new titles in Jewish studies.
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