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the earlyyears of the Bolshevik rule. With the victory of the Second World War those voices weremuted and the West accomodated with the
existence of an obviously stable, mig hty andeconomically expanding  country.1 The breakdown of communism in 1991 had beenanticipated by
few contemporary scholars, althoug h the majority were aware of the symptomsof a deep crisis.In this essay I will arg ue that in order to better
understand the collapse of communismin the Soviet Union, a central role must be g iven to the economy and its eHects on other areas.Most
symptoms of the crisis and the ultimate breakdown of the system can in fact beattributed to the impact of economic failure. Whereas,
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period as its structural shortcoming s deeply eHected other areas as well.The first part of this essay is intended to briefly outline the central role
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