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***xx My grandmother, Lillian Lyman Morningstar, was a little girl growing up in the early 1900s, a Victorian time when the Gibson Girl figure was
fashionable, trolley cars and horse-drawn buggies were the mode of transportation, mustard plasters, Monarch oil, and Sloan s liniment were
routine home remedies, and Fels-Naptha soap was a household name. Lillian was a pastor s daughter. This is her tale-about her father,
Charles Wesley Lyman, an Evangelical Minister, her mother, Florence Lyman, a Catholic-turned-Protestant, who admired the works of
American author and poet, Ella Wheeler Wilcox, and followed the teachings of Mary Baker Eddy, the discoverer and founder of Christian
Science. Lillian s older sister, Mabel, was a child prodigy, on her way, even as a teenager, to becoming a compelling speaker, and eventually,
minister of her own congregation as an adult. When she spoke, there was something about her. When she took the floor to speak anything at
all, there was that intangible feeling of substance beyond sound. Through Mabel s guardian angel, she sees future events before they happen.
One event in particular will have such an astounding affect it will change Mabel s life forever. Lillian s Irish grandmother, Leticia Simmons, was a
precocious, true-believing Catholic, just five feet tall, with her black lace cap and shawl, her black bombazine dress and her white apron
trimmed in Irish lace. From Chicago to Wisconsin to the shores of Michigan, this close-knit family endures life, strange events, and unforeseen
obstacles through their faith in God, perseverance, and solidarity, finding joy as they navigate through their daily lives. Itis a poignant and, at
times, humorous, story, not unlike what families are experiencing today....
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