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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from North American Birds Eggs: Illustrating the Eggs of Nearly Every Species of North American Birds The greatest
interest in the study of birds centers in their home life. Soon after their arrival from their winter quarters, all birds take upon themselves the
duties of reproduction, the first step of which is the securing of a satisfactory location; some species, such as Auklets, Petrels, Burrowing Owls,
Kingfishers, Bank Swallows, etc., nest at the end of burrows or holes in the ground; a great many nest upon the ground, some laying their
eggs upon the bare sand, leaves, or rock, while others build nests, either bulky or slight as suits their respective tastes; hundreds construct
their homes among the branches of trees or bushes, some close to the ground, others among the highest branches, and still others swaying
from the ends of the outermost limbs; other species lay their eggs at the bottom of holes in trees, either in natural cavities or in holes dug by
their own efforts, the most noticeable in the latter class being the Woodpeckers, which often chisel their way into limbs of living trees. The
study of nests alone is most interesting; the rude and slight platforms of the Herons, Cuckoos, Grosbeaks, etc.; the rough but substantial
structures of the Robin; and the exquisite, architectural creations of the Hummingbirds, Flycatchers, Orioles, Bush-tits, etc. Surely the work of
some ofthese little feathered creatures, these homes without hands, show as great a degree of skill and artistic temperament as is seen in the
human race. The eggs of the different species vary through all the tints from white to blue, green and brown,...
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