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Miners Rig ht: A Tale of the Australian GoldfieldsSo, I had learned to ploug h indiEerently, and could be trusted to harrow, a few side strokes not
mattering  in that feat of ag riculture. I could pronounce confidently on the various samples of seed wheat submitted to me, and I had
completely learned the art of colouring  a meerschaum by smoking  daily and hourly what I then took to be the strong est tobacco
manufactured. It wasnt bad fun. Jane Mang old, the old farmers daug hter, who was coaching  me, was a pretty g irl, with rosy cheeks, a saucy
nose, and no end of soF, fluEy, fair hair. We were capital friends, and she stood by me when I g ot into disg race by over-driving  the steam-
eng ine one day, ana nearly blowing  up the flower of the villag e population of Dibblestowe Levs. Now and then I had a little shooting , and a by-
day with the Tickham hounds. Life passed on so peacefully and pleasantly that I was half inclined to think of taking  a farm near the Leys at the
end of my term, and asking  Jane to help with the dairy, poultry, cider, and housekeeping  department. Then a little incident happened which
chang ed the current of ideas g enerally, and my life in particular. It was one of the fixtures of the Tickham hounds, which sometimes honoured
our slowish neig hbourhood. Old Mang old, being  g rumpy, had told me that I mig ht g o to Bishops Cote, or indeed considerably further, for all
the help I was to him. I had cheerfully accepted his somewhat ung racious permission, and mounted on a young  horse I was schooling  for Dick
Cheriton, a farmers son of sporting  tastes, I made my...
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