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larg ely based on lectures Emerson held throug hout the country, including  for a young , mercantile audience in the lyceums of the Midwestern
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While some critics like Harold Bloom place The Conduct of Life among  Emerson s best work-Bloom calls it a crucial last work for Americans -it
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Wealth ), it has been discussed as participating  in the aspirations of the contemporary conduct-of-life literature while opening  up possibilities
of g ender fluidity. Also, despite the strong er reconciliation between self and society compared to Emerson s previous, more individualistic
works, The Conduct of Life is in no way a one-sided aEirmation of American society, especially 19th century capitalism. Rather, it can be seen
as a holistic attempt to develop principles for a g ood, natural, adequate conduct of life. As the dialectic approach of these essays oGen fails to
come to tang ible conclusions, critics like Ellen Vellela have described the whole book as weakly structured and repetitive....
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