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University Press of Kansas, United States, 1991. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The Great Plains may be the
breadbasket of the nation, but it s a toug h place to g row veg etables. Damag ing  spring  winds, unpredictable hail storms, and late freezes
combine with scorching  summer heat, parched g round, and hordes of plant-destroying  insects to ravag e the crops of unwary g ardeners. But
a bountiful Plains g arden, brimming  with luscious tomatoes, cucumbers, corn, carrots, squash, and beans, is an achievable g oal, according
to botanist Joseph Thomasson. Even cool season veg etables like celery, head-lettuce, peas, and broccoli can be g rown successfully--if you
know how. Thomasson describes exactly how in this practical new g ardening  g uide. His advice, tested in 18 years of backyard g ardening
throug hout the reg ion, is tailored for g ardeners in the Great Plains--from North Dakota to Texas, from the Rocky Mountain foothills to Iowa
and Missouri. First Thomasson focuses on the big  picture, sizing  up the particular climactic problems of the reg ion and describing  how
g ardeners can cope. He lists best-adapted plant varieties, including  his favorites, and oCers detailed advice about such g ardening  essentials
as soil preparation, planting , water conservation, and more. He also provides a key to identifying  pests and diseases and tells what to do
about them. Then he moves closer for a look at the little picture. Why is a pumpkin leaf scratchy? How do plants breathe? Throug h the hig hly
mag nified imag es of scanning  electron microscopy, Thomasson provides a unique perspective on the microscopic wonders of the g arden,
from a bee s sting er to cucumber pollen.
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