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United States. Excerpt: . . . Accordingly, hundreds of mid-level officers were placed in 20 congressional offices to study political techniques. As
should have been expected, they inevitably became entangled in partisan activities, reportedly as 21 early as 1996. In another politicizing
move, Congress turned the promotion process into a political football. Back in 1996, for example, the Senate delayed the confirmation of
thousands of officers promotions to exact cooperation from 22 the Defense Department for a plan to reorganize the intelligence community.
Predictably, this kind of activity encouraged uniformed officers to become partisans in political battles. Politicization occurred in other ways as
well. For instance, it was widely reported that the nomination of General Joseph Hoar to be chairman of 23 the Joint Chiefs of Staff was scuttled
by the protests of gay rights activists. What was his alleged offense As the commander of Marine Corps Depot Parris Island, he enforced the
homosexual exclusion policy put in place not by military officers but by the civilian leadership. This sent a message the nation would later
regret: military officers should circumvent or ignore the directives of civilian superiors if they think a different course of action might be
politically expedient in the future. As Colonel Harry Summers observed with respect to Vietnam-era protests, targeting the military--the
executors rather than the makers of policy--politicizes the armed forces and thereby weakens civilian 24 control. Gay rights activists also
unwittingly facilitated the coup by undermining the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC ). For decades, ROTC had been an important source
of progressivism in the...
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