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Charg es of Railroads and Public Utilities: A Memorandum Filed With the Depreciation Section of the Bureau of Accounts of the Interstate
Commerce Commission The companies with which I am connected furnish heat, lig ht, fuel and power for the daily requirements of many
millions of people. The total quantity of g as sold by the Consolidated Gas Company and its aEiliated companies in 1919 was cubic feet. Its
aEiliated electric companies sold in 1919, kilowatt hours of electric energ y. As of April, 1920, the total number of customers relying  upon the
Consoli dated Gas Company and its aEiliated g as and electric companies for their needs for heat, lig ht, fuel and power, was Families depend
on g as and electricity for cooking , heating , lig hting  and other domestic uses; included in the list of consumers are countless factories, shops,
hotels, stores, theaters, and other industrial and commercial enterprises, upon which several mil lions of people depend directly for
livelihood. The industrial and commercial success of the splendid territory served by these companies demands the furnishing  of g ood service
at the lowest rates con sistent with the maintenance of that quality of service and the earning  of a fair return on the cap ital investment. It is not
too much to say that the furnishing  of g as and electric energ y in adequate quantities and at rates no hig her than necessary for the defraying  of
operating  expenses and the earning  of a reasonable return upon the invested capital, is probably the sing le service most essen tial to the
convenience, comfort, health and life of the inhabitants of the City of New York and adjacent territory served by these companies, and to the
continuance and prosperity of the...
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