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Andrea Williams draws upon the rich recent scholarship of numerous hig hly-reg arded academics as well as an analysis of primary documents
to explore the history of slavery and its eEects on the American colonies and later the United States of America. Williams examines leg islation
that diEerentiated American Indians and Africans from Europeans as the ideolog y of white supremacy flourished and became an ing rained
feature of the society. These laws reflected the contradiction of America's moral and philosophical ideolog y that valorized freedom on one
hand and justified the enslavement of a population deemed inferior on another. She explores the tense and oFen violent relationships
between the enslaved and the enslavers, and between abolitionists and pro-slavery advocates as those who benefited from the institution
foug ht to maintain and exert their power. Williams is attentive to the daily labors that enslaved people performed, reminding  readers that
slavery was a system of forced labor with economic benefits that produced wealth for a new nation, all the while leaving  an indelible mark on
its history.
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