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Scala Arts & Heritag e Publishers Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, AIDS in New York: The First Five Years, Jean Ashton, New
York lived in fear. In the early 1980s, a mysterious infectious disease beg an to kill g ays, their partners, and children, as well as injected drug
users and blood transfusion patients. Then unnamed, with research funding  and support for the dying  unavailable, the HIV/AIDS virus would
eventually take nearly one hundred million lives. With America's larg est g ay population, New York was hit early and hard by AIDS. And a silent
City Hall and sensationalist tabloid headlines spread homophobia and panic. Yet within months the city's g ay community and concerned
medical professionals mobilised, fig hting  disinformation and attacks on suIerers' civil liberties, and lobbying  for funds for medical and social
outreach. In forceful narrative and vivid imag es, AIDS in New York: The First Five Years, based on the acclaimed 2013 exhibition at the New-York
Historical Society, recaptures the first five years of the epidemic, culminating  in the widespread public awareness of its dang ers following  the
death of movie star Rock Hudson in 1985. It speaks especially to those too young  to remember those painful years and those who conflate
New York's AIDS story with later successful g ay advocacy and drug  breakthroug hs. It reminds readers that epidemics make social and ethical
demands, test the values of a society, and kill throug h taboos as well as disease. ".bring s to life a period when AIDS beg an to infect not just
the body but the body politic." - The New York Times, about the exhibition at the New York Historical Society upon which the book is based.
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