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book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: .Expressed in terms of the composition of what he
considered to be complex atoms, it is given below in his own words: If the views we have endeavored to advance be correct, we may also
consider the Ttpdnit vij of the ancients to be realized in hydrogen, an opinion by the way, not altogether new. If we actually consider this to be
the case, and further consider the specific gravities of bodies in their gaseous state to represent the number of volumes condensed into one;
or, in other words, the number of the absolute weight of a single volume of the first matter which they contain, which is extremely probable,
multiples in weight must also indicate multiples in volume, and vice versa; and the specific gravities, or absolute weights of all bodies in the
gaseous state, must be multiples of the specific gravity or absolute weight of the first matter, because all bodies in a gaseous state which unite
with one another, unite with reference to their volume. While it is true that Prout had at the time when he presented it, no real foundation for
his ideas, more accurate work, while it proved his system to be invalid from a purely numerical standpoint, at the same time established the
fact that the atomic weights of the lighter elements, on the hydrogen basis, are much closer to whole numbers than would be likely to result
from any entirely accidental method of distribution. Thus the deviations of...
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