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***¥xx This is either the funniest dirty book or the dirtiest funny book ever written! -Isaac Asimov Somewhere around 1969 | began to grow
dissatisfied with the underlying principle of most novels---that a disembodied voice in the first or third person was telling us a story. | liked the
idea of novels passing themselves off as documents, and drew inspiration from Mark Harris s WAKE UP, STUPID, and Sue Kaufman s DIARY OF A
MAD HOUSEWIFE, the first ostensibly a collection of letters, the second, duh, a diary. (One could, of course, go back further, to the very
beginnings of the English novel in the works of Daniel Defoe and Samuel Richardson.) | also found myself interested in writing with greater
candor about sexual topics. | had knocked out dozens of soft-core paperbacks, and wanted to try anew with greater freedom and more
realism. | wrote three paperback original novels for Berkley under the pen name Jill Emerson, two of them in diary form, the third a presumed
collaborative novel written in concert by the three viewpoint characters. These were fun to do and worked out well, and they led to RONALD
RABBIT IS A DIRTY OLD MAN. | riffed on the experience of my friend George Dickerson, who like the novel s protagonist had the magazine he
was editing folded out from under him; George went on reporting to his empty office for several months, until they found him out when they
noticed he d stopped using his expense account. (A man of many talents, George went on to serve as a reporter for Time Magazine for several
years, then segued into a career as an actor; he had a principal...
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