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PREHIST ORIC  ROC K ART  IN SC ANDINAVIA (PAPERBAC K)     

Oxbow Books, United King dom, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Scandinavia is home to prolific and
varied rock art imag es among  which the ship motif is prominent. Because of this, the rock art of Scandinavia has oAen been interpreted in
terms of social ritual, cosmolog y, and relig ion associated with the maritime sphere. This comprehensive review is based on the creation of a
Scandinavia-wide GIS database for prehistoric rock art and re-examines theoretical approaches and interpretations, in particular with reg ard to
the sig nificance of the ship and its relationship to a maritime landscape Discussion focuses on material ag ency as a means to understanding
the role of rock art within society. Two main theories are developed. The first is that the sea was fundamental to the purpose and meaning  of
rock art, especially in the Bronze Ag e and, therefore, that sea-level/shoreline chang es would have inspired a reneg otiation of the relationship
between the rock art sites and their intended purpose. The fundamental question posed is: would such chang es to the landscape have
aEected the purpose and meaning  of rock art for the communities that made and used these sites? Various theories from within and outside
of archaeolog y are drawn on to examine environmental chang e and analyse the rock art, led to second theory: that the purpose of rock art
mig ht have been altered to have an eEect on the disappearing  sea. The g eneral theory that rock art would have been aEected by
environmental chang e was discussed in tandem with existing  interpretations of the meaning  and purpose of rock art. Imbuing  rock art with
ag ency means that it could be intertwined in an active web of relations involving  maritime landscapes, shoreline displacement and
communities. Thoug h created in stone and fixed in time and place, rock art imag es have propag ated belief...
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