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Forgotten Books, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Mud-Laden
Fluid Applied to Well Drilling One of the greatest wastes of natural gas is that which often takes place in drilling oil wells. If a well is being drilled
by one of the usual methods, the gas becomes a hindrance to drilling, and the driller regards it as a nuisance; or the gas may be found in a
field where it has little or no immediate commercial value, and hence is allowed to escape into the air without restraint. For preventing this
waste the usual dry-hole methods of drilling are unsuitable, and it is the purpose of this paper to outline a method whereby wells may be
drilled and the oil recovered without waste of gas. When an open hole is bored into a bed containing gas under pres sure, the gas ows toward
the hole because of the reduction of pres sure at the hole. The movement of gas is therefore always from a greater to a lesser pressure. If
some means be provided for keeping the pressure within the well greater than the pressure in the gas sand there will be no ow of gas into the
well. The requisite pres sure may be obtained by a column of water in the well, provided the gas pressure be not greater than that of the water
when the well is full. However, the use of clear water is sometimes impracticable and is always undesirable. The action of clear water on the
walls of the well causes caving, and an attempt to use clear water in drilling the well invites trouble and may injure the producing sands. By
mixing clay with the water the results obtained are entirely different, and...
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