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Pen & Sword Military, Barnsley, 2007. Hard Cover. Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. 1st Edition. Alexander Johnston went over to
France in Aug ust 1914 as the sig nals oFicer for 7 Infantry Brig ade. He went on to serve in that capacity with 3rd Division before becoming , in
turn, Brig ade Major, Commanding  OFicer 10th Battalion Cheshire Reg iment and finally OFicer Commanding  126 Infantry Brig ade. Throug hout,
he proved himself to be a brave, resourceful and determined soldier. He was always close to the front line, yet his sig nals and staF duties g ave
him insig hts into the conduct of the war at hig her levels. Therein lies the value of this diary. Many of the major eng ag ements of the war are
covered. He took part in Mons, Le Cateau and the subsequent retreat and advance to the Aisne. The diary provides valuable insig hts into the
battle of La Bassee and the trench warfare of 1915. As a Brig ade Major he was kept busy in 1916 with both holding  the line (in the face of
intensive enemy mining  operations) and the Somme battle. By 1917, his work in command of 10th Cheshire Reg iment showed positive results
in the battalion's performance at Messines and g ained him promotion to Brig adier General. Within days of taking  command, he was up at the
front line where he was badly wounded. But for the wound Johnston may well have g ained even hig her command and wider acclaim for his
services. The diary is an important addition to the literature of the Great War. Size: 8vo - over 7¾" - 9¾" tall.
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