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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Reevaluation of Age Determinations Used in Illinois Deer
Harvest Management: June 1986 Knowledge of age-specific survival rates enhances
understanding of herd dynamics and the effects of harvest strategies and intensities on wildlife
populations. Vital statistics necessary to properly manage the white-tailed deerresource in
lllinois have been obtained since resumption of deer hunting in 1957 by examination of hunter
harvested deer at mandatory check stations. Ages of harvested deer are estimated by check
station personnel following eruption and wear criteria (severinghous 1949). Accuracy and
precision of these age assignments have long been questioned, both nationally and in Illinois.
Roseberry and Hardin (1978) evaluated applications of tooth eruption and wear criteria under
{J} DOWRNLOAD PDF lllinois check station conditions; compared results of check station aging with those from a
commercial laboratory using cementum annuli techniques; analyzed comparison
geographically; determined effects of discrepancies on estimates of survival; and made
recommendations regarding collection of biological information from check stations. More
recently, Howe (1980) examined the tooth sectioning method to age deerin Illinois and
compared age determinations to those obtained at deer check stations in west central...
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