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*****.Nuclear energ y policy issues facing  Cong ress include questions about radioactive waste manag ement, research and development
priorities, power plant safety and reg ulation, terrorism, and the Price-Anderson Act nuclear liability system. The Bush Administration has
stressed the importance of nuclear power in the nation s energ y policy. The Administration s FY2005 budg et request included $412.6 million for
DOE s OIice of Nuclear Energ y, Science, and Technolog y, about the same as the FY2004 level. The Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY2005
(P.L. 108-447) provides $513.3 million for the nuclear energ y oIice, including  $50.0 million for desig ning  and licensing  new commercial reactors
and about $34 million for nuclear technolog y to produce hydrog en. (All FY2005 fig ures exclude an 0.8 across-the-board reduction.) A
conference ag reement reached November 17, 2003, on omnibus energ y leg islation (H.R. 6) would have provided tax credits for electricity
g enerated by new nuclear power plants and authorized funding  for a demonstration reactor in Idaho to produce hydrog en. The conference
ag reement also would have extended Price-Anderson coverag e for new commercial reactors and new DOE nuclear contracts throug h the end
of 2023. The bill did not pass, but a two-year Price-Anderson extension for DOE contractors was included in the FY2005 defense authorization
act (P.L. 108-375). The September 11, 2001, .
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