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This monog raph discusses the inadequacy of current U.S. Army doctrine for incorporating  water barriers into a defensive scheme, and makes
recommendations reg arding  improving  that doctrine. The monog raph first examines the current status of doctrine for the incorporation of
river barriers into defensive plans and finds adequate doctrine lacking . The paper then provides the necessary foundation for the creation of a
new doctrine throug h an examination of: existing  'theories' for the defense of river barriers; the methods of defense used in World War Two
(especially ag ainst the Soviets) and their deg ree of success; and the most sig nificant chang es apparent since World War Two in oEensive river-
crossing  doctrine and capabilities (especially Soviet) and their likely impact on defensive theory and lessons from previous practice. The
monog raph concludes that defense on the far shore seems to hold most promise for success in modern war, but also that further study needs
to be completed in many areas before a fully adequate doctrine could be written. It then recommends specific actions to assist in the creation
of such a doctrine. 50 pp. Eng lisch.
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