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*x Excerpt: People to whom cold means misery, who hate to be braced, and shudder at the word seasonable, can have little difficulty in
accounting for the origin of the sports of winter. They need only adapt to the circumstances that old Lydian tradition which says that games of
chance were invented during a great famine. Men permitted themselves to eat only every second day, and tried to forget their hunger in
playing at draughts and dice. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the
books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our
publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which
deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned
from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been
guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy
this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
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