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Demand *****Excerpt from The Bay State Forty-Fourth: A Regimental Record It would be quite foolish, as well as useless to boast that the 44th
contained the only young men of promise that have enlisted since the war began; or to clam that our Regiment is in advance of all others in
education or morality; noris it intention of the regard to this thousands; - he wishes merely to make mention ofthe thoughts that occurto one
who has simply met our boys as comrades in camp duty or on the march. The love of fun is an element in the character of most boys; and in
the 44th that characteristic seems a marked one. We mean genuine fun, without the desire for mischief that very often accompanies the
element mentioned. the mock dress parades and kitten burials that made some rainy days at Readville pass more quickly, were evidences of
the humor of the ring-leaders there; and, at the present time, whenever there is an opportunity, something laughable is brought forward to
enliven the crowd. On the voyage to Newbern in spite of the actual discomforts experienced, we enjoyed many a hearty laugh, and had good
cause to thank the originator of the jokes perpetrated. To ventilate the space assigned us between decks, a win s l was extended from a point
above the upper deck to the lower, the opening to which was just above the boys heads. The stairway from deck to desk being very slippery,

those passing up or coming down quite naturally grasped a fold of the wind-sail to present a fall; and the consequence was, that the air
intended for the...
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