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having  the heart to do this, g ave it to a shepherd slave to make away with; who took it to Mount Cithaeron with its feet pierced throug h and
tied to g ether; and there falling  in with a shepherd of Polybus, king  of Corinth, in pity g ave the child to him to take away to his own land. The
child was adopted by the king  Polybus and Merope who were childless, and broug ht up as their son. One day at a feast a drunkard taunted
him with not being  their g enuine son; and as they did not satisfy him when he questioned them on the subject he secretly went to Delphi to
consult Apollo. The oracle merely answered that he was destined to kill his father and marry his mother; and to avoid, as he thoug ht, all
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Delphi, to ask whether his son was really dead). A quarrel having  arisen, Oedipus, not knowing  who he was, killed Laius and his attendants,
except one slave who escaped. He then travelled on into Boeotia, and came to Thebes; where Creon, the queen s brother, himself a
descendant of Cadmmi, succeeded to the throne of Laius. Thebes was now in g reat distress...
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