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some extent evidence ag ainst the theory which would attribute the orig in of cancer to some constitutional condition. The tumours in this case
did not present some of the usual features of seirrhus, and until I had made an exploratory incision into them I was not at all sure of their
nature, and rather leant to the view that they were chronic abscesses. I was led into this error by laying  too much stress on the smooth
rounded outline of the tumours, and by their elastic feeling , which on the leF side I mistook for real fluctuation. On the rig ht side, too, I
thoug ht the g rowth was movable in the breast itself. I oug ht to have attached more weig ht to the hardness of the tumours, to the adhesion of
the skin and slig ht retraction of the nipple on the leF side, and to the enlarg ed and hardened g lands in each axilla. The fact that such an error
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severe an operation to be...
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