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Audible Studios on Brilliance, 2016. CD-Audio. Condition: New. Unabridg ed. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New. The fires on Bataan burned on the
evening  of April 9, 1942 - illuminating  the white flag s of surrender ag ainst the nig httime sky. Woefully outnumbered, outg unned, and ill-
equipped, battered remnants of the American-Philippine army surrendered to the forces of the Rising  Sun. Yet among st the chaos and
devastation of the American defeat, Army Captain Donald D. Blackburn refused to lay down his arms. With future SF leg end Russell Volckmann,
Blackburn escaped from Bataan and fled to the mountainous jung les of North Luzon, where they raised a private army of over 22,000 men
ag ainst the Japanese. Once there, Blackburn org anized a g uerrilla reg iment from among  the native tribes in the Cag ayan Valley. Blackburn s
Headhunters, as they came to be known, devastated the Japanese 14th Army within the western provinces of North Luzon and destroyed the
Japanese naval base at Aparri - the larg est enemy anchorag e in the Philippines. AFer the war, Blackburn remained on active duty and played a
key role in initiating  Special Forces operations in Southeast Asia. In 1958, as commander of the 77th Special Forces Group, he spearheaded
Operation White Star in Laos - the first major deployment of American Special Forces to a country with an active insurg ency. Seven years later,
Blackburn took command of the hig hly classified Studies and Observations Group (SOG), charg ed with performing  secret missions now that
main-force Communist incursions were on the rise. In the wake of the CIA s disastrous Leaping  Lena prog ram, in 1964 Blackburn revitalized the
Special Operations campaig n in South Vietnam. Sending  cross-border reconnaissance teams into Cambodia and North Vietnam, he
discovered the clandestine networks and supply nodes of the infamous Ho Chi Minh Trail. Taking  this information directly to General
Westmoreland, Blackburn received...
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