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Woman Under Monasticism: Chapters on Saint-Lore and Convent Life Between A. D. 500 and A. D. 1500The restlessness, peculiar to periods of
transition, is a characteristic of the present age. Long-accepted standards arc being questioned and hitherto unchallenged rules of conduct
submitted to searching criticism. History shows us that our present social system is only a phase in human development, and we turn to a
study of the past, confident that a clearer insight into the social standards and habits of life prevalent in past ages will aid us in a better
estimation of the relative importance of those factors of change we find around us to-day. Monasticism during the ten centuries between A. D.
500 and A. D. 1500 exhibits phases of vital significance for the mental and moral growth of Western Europe. However much both the aims and
the tone of life of the members of the different religious orders varied, monasticism generally favoured tendencies which were among the
most peaceful and progressive of the Middle Ages. For women especially the convent fostered some of the best sides of intellectual, moral
and emotional life. Besides this it was for several centuries a determining factor in regard to womens economic status. The woman-saint and
the nun are however figures the importance of which has hitherto been little regarded. The woman-saint has met with scant treatment beyond
that of the eulogistic but too often uncritical writer of devotional works; the lady abbess and the literary nun have engrossed the attention of
few biographers. The partisan recriminations of the Reformation period are still widely prevalent. About the PublisherForgotten Books
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