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Descartess insights into the nature of knowledge and the mind have inspired awe and debate
through the centuries. But while philosophers have sought to understand the ramifications of his
theories, they have paid much less attention to how, exactly, he arrived at his ideas. What twists
and turns of his intellect brought him to his epochal conclusions How did his personal ambitions
and the social conditions of his era shape his thought These questions and more are
masterfully answered in Stephen Gaukrogers Descartes, a fascinating look at this most
influential of all Renaissance thinkers. In his quest to retrace Descartess developmentas a
scientist and philosopher, Gaukroger leaves no stone unturned. From the great mans first book
on music theory (Compendium Musicae) to his masterworks Discours, Essais, Meditationes, and
Principia, from his study of mathematics while attending a Jesuit college at age ten, through his
dying days in the service of Christina, Queen of Sweden, Descartes brims with penetrating and
often surprising insights into the philosophers life and work. We discover, for example, that he
wasnt as concerned with developing an all-encompassing theory of knowledge as he...
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This written ebook is fantastic. It is probably the most incredible ebook we have read. Its been written in an extremely basic way in fact it is just
following i finished reading this publication where basically modified me, affect the way i think.

-- Howell Reichel

Comprehensive guide for pdffanatics. It is filled with knowledge and wisdom It is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding, once you begin to

read the book.
-- Valentin Thompson
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