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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 1994. Paperback. Condition: New. Revised ed.. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Sociolog y, writes Irving  Louis Horowitz, has chang ed from a central discipline of the social sciences to an ideolog ical outpost of
political extremism. As a result, the field is in crisis. Some departments have been shut down, others cut back, research prog rams have dried
up, and the g rowth of professional org anizations and student enrolments have been either curbed or atrophied. In The Decomposition of
Sociolog y, Professor Horowitz, for four decades a leading  social scientist, oDers a frank and full account of the maelstrom eng ulfing  this field.
Horowitz pulls no punches in this provocative volume. He charg es that much contemporary sociolog ical theory has deg enerated into pure
critique, strong ly influenced by Marxist dog matism. Such thinking  has a strong  element of anti-American and anti-Western bias, in which all
questions have one answer-the evil of capitalism-and all problems one solution-the g ood of socialism. In criminolog y, for instance, he shows
that hig h crime rates are seen as an expression of capitalist disinteg ration, and criminal behaviour a covert expression of radical action.
Indeed, in one area aGer another, Horowitz shows how this same formulaic thinking  dominates the field, resulting  in a crude reductionist view
of contemporary social life. At a time when the world is moving  closer to the free market and democratic norms, he concludes, such
reductionist tendencies and ideolog ical posturing s are outmoded. Horowitz oDers an alternative. He urg es a larg er vision of the social
sciences, one in which universities, g ranting  ag encies and research institutes provide an environment in which research may be untainted by
partisan ag encies-where policy choices will not be hindered by the prevailing  cultural climate. He counsels sociolog ists to move away from
blind advocacy, to meet the challeng es of the twenty-first...
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