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Thoug h Leak does not claim that the ?response? texts aresuperior to the ?call? texts, he does arg ue that, in some cases, the newer work?such
asCharles Johnson s Oxherding  Tale?can address a theme or oCer a narrative innovationnot found in preceding  texts, such as Narrative of the
Life of Frederick Doug lass. In these instances, arg ues Leak, the newer texts constitute not only a response to the call text, but a substantial
revision.Leak oCers the first in-depth criticism of black masculinity in a rang e of literarytexts. In a final chapter, he expands his discussion to the
emerg ing  field of black masculinity studies, pointing  to future directions for study, including  memoir, film, drama, and others. Poised on the
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