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Forg otten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from Elementary Arithmetic: With Brief Notices of Its History It has been remarked, that one of the most important, and
yet one of the most neg lected branches of every science, is its history. The following  brief notices of the history of the science of number make
no pretence to completeness. If they invest the subject with interest to the mind of the intellig ent student, and lead him to further inquiries, the
object of the writer will have been answered. In what ag e of the world the science of number had its orig in - who first devised the method of
counting  by tens - who first invented symbols of notation, and separated the idea of number from the qualities of objects with which it was
associated, are questions more easily proposed than answered satisfactorily. It is hig hly probable that the orig in of number was coeval with
the orig in of spoken lang uag e, and that, long  before fig ures were invented, some rude methods of reckoning  were devised, at first limited,
but aDerwards extended and improved as the wants and necessities of human society increased. The classifying  by pairs would seem to
sug g est the simplest mode of reckoning . The counting  by fives was probably the next step in numeration, and the practice of numbering  by the
five fing ers on the two hands was the orig in of counting  by tens, as almost all children may be observed to do in their first eEorts in counting .
In the oldest writing s which have been preserved to modern times, there is found a full recog nition of this principle of counting  by tens, tons of
tens, tens of hundreds, and so on. Lang uag e still betrays...
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