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University of Chicag o Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 272 pag es. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 5.8in. x
0.8in.What role does ritual play in the everyday lives of modernAfricans How are so-called
traditional culturalforms deployed by people seeking  empowerment in a world wheremodernity
has failed to deliver on its promisesSome of the essays in Modernity and Its Malcontents
address familiar anthropolog ical issueslike witchcraft, myth, and the politics of reproductionbut
treat them in fresh ways, situating  them amidst the polyphonies of contemporary Africa. Others
explore distinctly nontraditional subjectsamong  them the Nig erian popular press and soul-
eating  in Nig erin such a way as to confront the conceptual limits of Western social science.
Tog ether they demonstrate how ritual may be powerfuly mobilized in the making  of history,
present, and future. Addressing  challeng es posed by contemporary African realities, the authors
subject such concepts as modernity, ritual, power, and history to renewed critical scrutiny.
Writing  about a variety of phenomena, they are united by a wish to preserve the diversity and
historical specificity of local sig ns and practices, voices and perspectives. Their work makes a
substantial and orig inal contribution toward the historical anthropolog y of Africa. The
contributors, all from the Africanist circle at the University of Chicag o, are Adeline Masquelier,...
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R e vie ws  

It is g reat and fantastic. I have g o throug h and i am sure that i will likely to study ag ain once ag ain later on. I am just easily could possibly g et a
enjoyment of looking  at a published book.
-- Ta d  Sta nto n Sr.      

Excellent e book and beneficial one. It is rally fascinating  throg h reading  throug h time period. You are g oing  to like how the author publish this
ebook.
-- P ro f. Tris to n Sm itha m  V          
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