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original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 edition. Excerpt: .we find the very apotheosis of charity and
of its irresistible spell. Her biographer lays special stress upon the power of her touch. She was one of those women who have the magic touch.
When the savage king Childeric determined to slay his prisoners taken in war, he fled from the city, fearing from past experience lest the
prayers of Genevieve might move him from his purpose, and caused the gates to be bolted and barred behind him. Genevieve, speeding after
him in frantic pursuit, and finding her egress prevented, lifted her hands in momentary despair; but no sooner did she touch the gates than the
bolts flew back of their own accord and the gates flung open, andgshe, casting herself at the king s feet, implored for mercy, and he could not
resist her supplications, and his intended victims were saved. The legends of the early saints are often what may be called fairy tales of virtue;
but whether true or not, they are lovely reading all the same, and betray a spirit that is creditable to those who invented them. And when we
come at last to some of the more recent of the Catholic saints, a St. Vincent de Paul, for example, we stand quite awe-struck, and the degree
of disallowance which we feel becomes comparatively slight, and the tide of assent flows much more freely and fully. But he whom | have last
mentioned excites our respect and affection, precisely...
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