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TO THE COUNTESS OF HARTFORD. Palazzo Ridolfi, Jan. 22, N. S., 1741. | Am just going to the villa of the lady that serves me (for that is the
term): to see her children, and some otheryoung gentlemen., act a piece of Metastasio s, called enolia; which was written lasl year at Vienna,
and is, | think, as good as any of his other works. This is the third time; and they perform extremely well. When the theatrical entertainment is
over, the hall is lighted up, and the young people dance till midnight. We then return home through bad roads, and worse weather; so that |
believe this will be the last time | shall venture my jieck there to divert the children. We had, last Monday, a very different employment; in
attending the obsequies of the late emperor, in the church of St. Lorenzo. This was hung all over with black, ornamented with yellow: and in
the middle was erected a vast pile of pasteboard, painted like marble! with several gilt figures, as large as life, representing the virtues of the
deceased. The whole was conducted bj a Lorrainer, whom the great-duke has made his architect--Italy not being able to produce one like
him; as you would believe, if you had seen the tawdry pageant, much better fitted for a carnival mummery than for the catafalco of a great
prince. In a few...
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