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from The Viper of Milan: A Romance of Lombardy IT is a day in early summer, as beautiful as such days were in the Southern lands of 500 years
ag o. It is Italy steeped in g olden sunlig ht which lies like a haze over the spreading  View the year 1360, when cities were beautiful and nature all-
pervading . Here is Lombardy, spread like a g arden in the hollow of the hills, ring ed about with the purple Apennines, covered with ?owers,
white, yellow, purple, and pink. This wide road, one of the finest in Italy, winds from Milan to Brescia, its whole leng th throug h chestnut woods
and plains covered with ?owering  myrtle. Primroses in g reat clusters border its sides, and from the midst of their delicate blooms Spring  the
slender stems of poplar trees; these are red-g old, bursting  into bloom ag ainst a tender sky tufts of young  g reen; clumps of wild Violets. But for
all its unspoiled beauty, the road was one of common use, for Milan was within hail. Villas, the summer dwelling s of its wealthy peers, stood
back among  the trees, surrounded by mag nificent g rounds. Behind them beautiful Open country Spread into the blue distance, frag rant and
g lorious with budding  trees. And cold and mag nificent the g reat city itself, with its hug e walls and g ates, crowned and emphasised the
landscape s beauty. About the Publisher Forg otten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book
is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forg otten Books uses state-of-the-art technolog y to dig itally reconstruct the work,
preserving  the orig inal format whilst repairing  imperfections present in the ag ed copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the orig inal, such as...
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