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Demand *****.Excerpt from Twenty-First Annual Report of the Commissioners for the Queen Victoria Niagara Falls Park, 1906 The
Commissioners for the Queen Victoria Niagara Falls Park beg to submit their twenty-first annual report (being for the year 1906), together with
the usual statement of receipts and expenditures; the report of the Superintendent on the works of restoration, maintenance and
improvement, which have been conducted in the various portions of the park system, and a general reference to the progress made during
the year by the several companies engaged in the development of the water power of Niagara Falls for electrical power purposes. In their last
annual report the Commissioners referred at length to the arguments which had been advanced by certain magazine writers, and others in the
United States with a view to influencing public sentiment against the use of Niagara River water for the generation of electrical power. The
immediate cause of the protest was an application made by a Power Company, on the American side to take from the river, above the located
works of the existing power producing companies an exceptionally large quantity of water, estimated by the state officials as equal to about
one-sixth of the whole outflow of the river from Lake Erie at mean stages of water level, and practically one-fourth of the flow at periods of low
water during storms. This astounding demand had actually received the assent of the State Legislature of New York, and its failure to become
law was only due to the exercise of the veto power by the Lieutenant-Governor; which action also served to arouse public interest in the
subject, and particularly in directing attention to...
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