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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos)
from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1870. Excerpt: . . . PHILOSOPHY OF PRIMARY TEACHING. From a paper read by Miss A. G.
Paddock, at the meeting of the. Illinois State Teachers Association. What would be thought of the man who would gather a mass of furniture,

both useful and ornamental, upon some vacant lot, and attempt to build a house around and above it And, to add to the strangeness of the
act, he begins with the roof and completes his house downward, the cellar and foundation coming last! The absurdity of such an effort needs
no comment. Yet it is precisely in this way that many of us have passed through the trying ordeal of being educated; and in this way the
majority of children have been, and are to-day being leamned. The contents of text-books are the furniture around which, with commendable
zeal, the builders attempt to rear the lofty structure--mind. Thus it becomes a patent fact that many an intellectual, zealous, conscientious
teacher comes far short of accomplishing the noble possibilities of her calling, solely because she has never awakened to realize the necessity
of a thorough comprehension of the character of the infant mind, its capacities, powers, and wants. The capacities of mind are God-given, and
are from its first existence. Its powers are the creations of circumstance. We cannot form mind, but we may form its powers. This is the great
work of all educators; but to the primary teacher is intrusted still the more delicate duty--the tender nurturing of...
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