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illuminates the true story behind the December 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, telling how the ill-conceived incursion was ordered by a

Politburo of aging and ill leaders who would not be around to deal with the long-term consequences of their decision. In addition, the book
examines such topics as Stalin's Great Terror, the day-to-day life of Gulag guards, Lenin's repression of "noncommunist" physicians and his

purge ofintellectuals, the 1940 Soviet execution 0f 20,000 Poles, and other previously well-concealed tales.".
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