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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original
book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: the beach, to see shipwrecks, thought, with many others,
that the destruction generally attendant on such disasters was irremediable; but he was now thoroughly convinced thai means might be
devised to prevent such wholesale destruction of human life, within so short a distance from the shore. He recollected that he had, about the
year 1783, tin own a line, by means of a small mortar, over Downham Church, in Norfolk; and it struck him that he might, by the same means,
throw a line over a stranded vessel. After making many experiments, which proved unsuccessful, he obtained the use of a mortar from the
Board of Ordnance; still he had to make numberless experiments l)efore he could succeed in his object. The grand difficulty lay in connecting
the shot securely with the rope: chains of every form were found liable to break on the discharge; but at length, stout strips of raw hide platted
closely, answered the purpose. Repeated trials during high gales of wind gave him confidence in his plan, and he was now prepared to give
proofofits utility. An, opportunity soon occurred. On the 12th February 1808, a brig ran aground about 150 yards from the shore. At dayjreak the
crew were seen in the utmost danger; they had lashed themselves in the rigging; it was blowing a hard gale from i.E., and the waves were
breaking over hem. Many attempts were made to geta oat off to their assistance, but...
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