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contents of this, as of the other volumes in the series, have been drawn from Schopenhauers Parerg a, and among st the various subjects dealt
with in that famous collection of essays, Literature holds an important place. Nor can Schopenhauers opinions fail to be of special value when
he treats of literary form and method. For, quite apart from his philosophical pretensions, he claims recog nition as a g reat writer; he is,
indeed, one of the best of the few really excellent prose-writers of whom Germany can boast. While he is thus particularly qualified to speak of
Literature as an Art, he has also something  to say upon those influences which, outside of his own merits, contribute so much to an authors
success, and are so oHen undervalued when he obtains immediate popularity. Schopenhauers own sore experiences in the matter of
reputation lend an interest to his remarks upon that subject, althoug h it is too much to ask of human nature that he should approach it in any
dispassionate spirit. In the following  pag es we have observations upon style by one who was a stylist in the best sense of the word, not
aIected, nor yet a phrasemong er; on thinking  for oneself by a philosopher who never did anything  else; on criticism by a writer who suIered
much from the inability of others to understand him; on reputation by a candidate who, during  the g reater part of his life, deserved without
obtaining  it; and on g enius by one who was incontestably of the privileg ed order himself. And whatever may be thoug ht of some of his
opinions on matters of detailon anonymity, for instance, or on the question whether g ood work is never done for...
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