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Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the
original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 edition. Excerpt: . 2. It is worthy of remark that no new
elements have been found in meteoric stones. Humboldt, in his Cosmos, called attention to this interesting fact. | would ask, he remarks, why
the elementary substances that compose one group of cosmical bodies, or one planetary system, may not in a great measure be identical?
Why should we not adopt this view, since we may conjecture that those planetary bodies, like all the larger or smaller agglomerated masses
revolving round the sun, have been thrown oft from the once far more expanded solar atmosphere, and have been formed from vaporous
rings describing their orbits round the central body? 3. But while aerolites contain no elements but such as are found in the earth s crust, the
manner in which these elements are combined and arranged is so peculiar that a skillful mineralogist will readily distinguish them from
terrestrial substances. 4. Of the eighteen or nineteen elements hitherto observed in meteoric stones, iron is found in the greatest abundance.
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