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*****.Althoug h he was an oFicer in full uniform he was a youth in years, and he had the spirits of youth. Moreover, it was one of the finest apple
trees he had ever seen and the apples hung  everywhere, round, ripe and red, fairly asking  to be taken and eaten. Dick Mason looked up at
them long ing ly. They made him think of the orchards at home in his own state, and a touch of coolness in the air sharpened his appetite for
them all the more. If you want em so badly, Dick, said Warner, why don t you climb the tree and g et em? There s plenty for you and also for
Penning ton and me. I see. You re as anxious for apples as I am, and you wish me to g ather em for you by making  a strong  appeal to my own
desires. It s your clever New Eng land way. We re forbidden to take anything  from the people, but it won t hurt to keep a few apples from rotting
on the g round. If you won t g et em Penning ton will. I understand you, Georg e. You re trying  to play Frank ag ainst me, while you keep yourself
safe. You ll g o far. Never mind. I ll g ather apples for us all. He leaped up, caug ht the lowest boug h, swung  himself lig htly into the fork, and then
climbing  a little hig her, reached for the reddest and ripest apples, which he flung  down in a bountiful supply.
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