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year or two of study at the Black river and other institutes, Mr Sawyer was entirely self-taught. From early boyhood his evenings and most of
the few play hours that fell to his share were devoted mainly to books, pitch pine and tallow candles, furnished him light. There was no gas in
those days. At Rutland, some three miles from his home was a public library of well selected works, of which he was not slow to avail himself,
riding into town to exchange his books as soon as he had mastered their contents. Mathe maties and the physical sciences were his favorite
subjects, and like others who have attained to eminence in his profession, he was a natural mathe matician. The knowledge which he acquired
at school, or from private study, he made more thoroughly his own by teaching, the best of all means of gaining a thorough mastery of a
subject, and ofdiscovering one s own deficiencies. Among other places where his services were in demand was the town of Southport, in New
York state, where the population was one of more than average intelligence, including several retired merchants from New York city, whose
children were placed under his charge. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find
more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections presentin the aged copy. In rare...
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