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*****.What, for example, are we to understand by the word Evolution ? We are constantly assured that, whatever else may be dark and
doubtful, Evolution is an indisputable fact; this mode of accounting  for it, and that, and the other, may indeed be unsatisfactory and
improbable but, for all that, the question as to whether Nature has worked throug h Evolution has long  since passed beyond the phase of
discussion among  scientific thinkers; the Darwinian system of Natural Selection is sinking  more and more below the rang e even of hypothesis,
while Evolution itself is almost beyond the rang e of doubt. The theory of descent is safe, declares Professor von Hartmann, but Darwinism has
been weig hed and found wanting . It is obvious, however, that to the term Evolution very diIerent sig nifications may be attached. It is
unquestionably by a process of Evolution that an oak comes from an acorn, a butterfly from a caterpillar, or both from an eg g . When we say
that there has been Evolution in nature, are we to understand Evolution of this kind, the only kind whereof we have practical experience? Are
we to say that one life-form produced another, inevitably and because it was its nature to, as the seed produces the plant? Or, are we rather to
say that there was no predetermination in the orig inal forms of life towards one development rather than another, and that extrinsic causes
have g overned the production of those we now observe? It is obvious that the two thing s are not the same j they are, in fact, as diIerent as
possible. On the one supposition, g iven the orig inal form, Evolution is secured, just as we secure salmon...
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