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***** Purchase of this book includes free trial access to where you can read more than a million books for free. This is an OCR edition with
typos. Excerpt from book: CHAPTER IIl THE ROMAUNT OF THE ROSE, Itis thoroughly in accord with what we know of Chan- cer s innate modesty
that his first serious undertaking in literature should have been a translation rather than an original work; and surely no better exercise than
that of translation could have been found to develop a technical mastery of poetic form. The poem which Chaucer chose to translate was the
widely popular Roman de la Rose, a work which offered a broad and varied scope to the young poet s powers of expression, and was,
moreover, thoroughly congenial to his tastes and sympathies. Though the Chaucerian Romaunt of the Rose extends to the no mean length of
7698 lines, it reproduces less than a third of its French original, for -n French the Roman de la Rose contains in Meon s Poem- edition 22,047
lines of octosyllabic couplets. Of these, lines 1-5169 and 10716-12564 alone are translated. But if the English translation is only a fragment of its
original, Chaucer s familiarity with the whole poem, and the influence which it exerted upon him, are so great, that the poem in its entirety is of
the first importance to the student of Chaucer s work. The Roman de la Rose is the work not of a single author, but of two authors, of two
successive generations, utterly unlike in their ideals and temperaments. Of the first of these, Guillaume de Lorris, whose work extends to line
4068, we know...
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