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Print on Demand *****. *Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the battles written by soldiers on both sides *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading There is Jackson standing like a stone wall. Let us determine to die here, and we will conquer. Rally behind the
Virginians. - General Barnard Bee April 18, 1861 marked the date Southern forces started pouring into Harper s Ferry, Virginia. Six days earlier,
shots had been fired at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, marking the beginning of the Civil War, and Virginia officially
seceded from the Union April 17. The following day, men arrived in the town where John Brown s attempted uprising was quelled less than two
years earlier. The men came from all portions of the Confederate States of America (C.S.A.) and the border states of Kentucky and Maryland,
but the preponderance of volunteers came from Virginia. Once the Confederate troops occupied Harper s Ferry, martial law was declared and
so-called feather bed Confederate military officers, often referred to as swells, were replaced by professional soldiers with military training.
One such man who arrived from the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) was Thomas Jonathan Jackson, who on April 27 was ordered by Virginia
Governor John Letcher to take control of the troops converging on Harpers Ferry. He did as ordered and began to form what became the
renowned Stonewall Brigade. Jackson and his brigade earned the nickname Stonewall at First Manassas by turning the tide of that battle, and
they would become known as the legendary foot cavalry by bottling up 3 different Union armies in the Shenandoah Valley in 1862. Although
Stonewall Jackson and the Stonewall Brigade may share the mostfamous...
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