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***** The federal government provides assistance aimed at helping people with low-incomes who may eamn too little to meet their basic
needs, cannot support themselves through work, or who are disadvantaged in other ways. With fiscal pressures facing the federal government
and the demands placed on aid programs, GAO was asked to examine federal low-income programs. This report (1) describes federal
programs (including tax expenditures) targeted to people with low incomes, (2) identifies the number and selected household characteristics
of people in poverty, (3) identifies the number, poverty status, and household characteristics of selected programs recipients, and (4)
examines research on how selected programs may affect incentives to work. For a list of low-income programs that were $100 million in
obligations or more in fiscal year 2013, GAO consulted with the Congressional Research Service; surveyed and interviewed officials at relevant
federal agencies; and reviewed relevant federal laws, regulations, and agency guidance. GAO also conducted analyses on low-income
individuals using Census data on the SPM and official poverty measure and microsimulation data from the Urban Institute that adjusts for
under-reporting of benefit receipt in Census survey data. To examine labor force effects, GAO reviewed economic literature. Selected low-
income programs were large in dollars and.
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