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***** The Master of the Magicians deals with court life in Babylon in the time of Nebuchadnezzar, with the captive Daniel as the central figure,
and, like a bright thread running through the more somber structure of the web, is a simple, but touching love tale, an idyl skillfully intertwined
with the sterner situations of the case, in the fact that Daniel, nay even the queen herself are by no means uninterested spectators of the
tender drama. Without labored description, the scenes and customs of the country are placed vividly before us, and we live and move and
have our being in dreamy, sunny Babylonia, in that curious combination of barbarity and civilization, in the gorgeous ceremonial and display,
allied to the revolting back scenes which characterized courts of the period in question. The king, a man of moods and fancies, and troubled
with prolonged insomnia, which, combined with other causes, eventually culminates in madness, is marked with a ferocity and moroseness
hardly human; but, as so often occurs with relentless natures, he who one moment for a mere whim would slay by hundreds, would again be
gentle and tractable as a little child. Even when he is afflicted with lycanthropy, we find him fondling a pet lamb, which he, however, tears to
pieces in a fit. The loving side of his nature is also brought out strongly in his relations to his beautiful, but popularly hated and mistrusted
queen. Perfectly cognizant as he must have been of his wife s intrigues and alliances, aware of her uncultured, shallow intelligence, her frivolity
and caprice, her petty jealousy, her vindictiveness and brutal cruelty, and all the other vices which...
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