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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 242 pages. Dimensions: 8.5in. x
5.5in. x 0.6in.Franois Racine de Monville (1734-1797), a virtuoso musician, sportsman, architect and epicurean, was a quintessential
representative of the French Enlightenment, a luminary among a constellation of luminaries. Unlike many of his contemporaries, however,
Monsieur de Monville fell into oblivion. The author has conducted extensive research to paint a portrait of Monville and place him in the context
of the political, social and artistic movements at the end of the 18th century. The pages of this book are populated with Monvilles friends and
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future presidents of the United Stateswho traveled in the circles Monville frequented. Many celebrities were Monvilles guests at his sumptuous
Paris townhouse or at his country estate, the Dsert de Retz, at Chambourcy, with its unique Column House, considered the most interesting
building of the eighteenth century. The text is enhanced with three engravings of the Dsert de Retz by Constant Bourgeois dating from 1808. A
hitherto unpublished poem by Beaumarchais dedicated to Monville is included in an appendix. This new edition incorporates additional
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