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MIT Press Ltd, United States, 2006. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 206 x 147 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. During  the Dark Ag es,
the prog ress of Western civilization virtually stopped. The knowledg e g ained by the scholars of the classical ag e was lost; for nearly 600 years,
life was g overned by superstitions and fears fueled by ig norance. In this outspoken and forthrig ht book, Lee McIntyre arg ues that today we are
in a new Dark Ag e -- that we are as ig norant of the causes of human behavior as people centuries ag o were of the causes of such natural
phenomena as disease, famine, and eclipses. We are no further along  in our understanding  of what causes war, crime, and poverty -- and how
to end them -- than our ancestors. We need, McIntyre says, another scientific revolution; we need the courag e to apply a more rig orous
methodolog y to human behavior, to g o where the empirical evidence leads us -- even if it threatens our cherished relig ious or political beliefs
about human autonomy, race, class, and g ender. Resistance to knowledg e has always arisen ag ainst scientific advance. Today s academics -
- economists, psycholog ists, philosophers, and others in the social sciences -- stand in the way of a science of human behavior just as clerics
attempted to block the Copernican revolution in the 1600s. A scientific approach to social science would test hypotheses ag ainst the evidence
rather than find and use evidence only to aHirm a particular theory, as is oIen the practice in today s social sciences. Drawing  lessons from
Galileo s conflict with the Catholic church and current debates over the teaching  of creation science, McIntyre arg ues that what we need most
to establish a science of human behavior is the scientific attitude -- the willing ness to hear what the evidence tells...
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