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*****.Hig h-g rade paraHin oil is reported to have been discovered in the western part of the Olympic Peninsula, Wash., as early as 1881. Since
then attempts to obtain oil or g as in commercial quantities by drilling  have been made from time to time in diHerent localities in this reg ion,
but without success. Within the past few years interest has been aroused in oil seeps near the mouth of Hoh River and in g as vents in other
parts of the field to such an extent that many persons have been attracted to this country to search for oil and g as. As a result of this interest
and on account of the fact that eHorts had been made to lease tracts of land for this purpose in the Queniult Indian Reservation, an
examination of this reg ion was made by the United States Geolog ical Survey at the request of the OHice of Indian AHairs. The results of the
investig ation, which are enumerated below and which are discussed in detail throug hout this report, sug g est that certain parts of the field are
worthy of careful consideration by oil operators. The following  summary includes the most important facts reg arding  the area examined: Hig h-
g rade paraHin oil issues from two seeps near the mouth of Hoh River, and at other localities oil-saturated sandy clay ( smell mud of the
Indians) is exposed. Natural g as containing  about 95 per cent methane escapes from a conical mound just north of the mouth of Queniult River
and also from an inverted cone-shaped water-filled depression on Hoh River a short distance west of Spruce post oHice. Other minor g as vents
are also known in this field and are described in detail...
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